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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image pickup system including a plurality of image 
pickup apparatus e s connected to a pred e t e rmin e d communication m e dium, wh e r e in , 
comprising: 

a plurality of image pickup apparatuses; and 

a control apparatus adapted to set one of said plurality of image pickup apparatuses as a 
master camera, 

on e of said plurality of imag e pickup apparatus e s compris e s wherein said master camera 
includes (a) a synchronization information generating m e ans for g e n e rating unit adapted to 
generate synchronization information for synchronizing said plurality of image pickup 
apparatuses and transmitting m e ans for transmitting (b) a communication unit adapted to 
transmit said synchronization information to said plurality of image pickup apparatuses, and 
(c) a frame synchronization signal generating unit adapted to generate a frame 
synchronization signal using said synchronization information and time information for 
managing a communication cycle of said communication unit, and (d) an image data 
generating unit adapted to generate image data using said frame synchronization signal. 

e ach of said plurality of image pickup apparatuses compris e s r e ceiving m e ans for 
rec e iving said synchronization information, fram e s ynchronization signal g e n e rating m e ans 
for gen e rating a fram e synchronization signal on the basis of said synchronization 
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information, and image data generating m e ans for gen e rating image data on th e basis of said 
fram e synchronization signal. 

2. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1, wherein said fram e 
synchronization s ignal gen e rating means g e nerat e s said fram e synchronization signal by using 
time information for managing a pr e d e t e rmin e d communication cycle and communication 
unit is adapted to transmit said synchronization information by an isochronous transfer . 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Canceled). 

5. (Currently Amended) A system according to claim 1, wherein said pr e d e t e rmined 
communication medium conforms with the IEEE 13 9 4- 1995 communication unit conforms to 
IEEE 1394-1995 standard or its extended standard. 

6. (Currently Amended) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 

a synchronization information generating m e ans for g e n e rating unit adapted to generate 
synchronization information for synchronizing a plurality of image pickup apparatuses 
conn e ct e d to a pr e d e t e rmin e d communication medium ; 

transmitting m e ans for transmitting a communication unit adapted to transmit said 
synchronization information to said plurality of image pickup apparatuses; 

a frame synchronization signal generating m e ans for generating unit adapted to generate a 
frame synchronization signal on th e basis of using said synchronization information and time 
information for managing a communication cycle of said communication unit ; and 

an image data generating m e ans for g e n e rating unit adapted to generate image data on the 
basis of using said frame synchronization signal. 
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7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said fram e 
s ynchronization signal g e n e rating m e ans generates said frame s ynchronization signal by using 
tim e information for managing a pr e det e rmin e d communication cycle and communication 
unit is adapted to transmit said synchronization information by an isochronous transfer . 

8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 6, wherein said 
predet e rmin e d communication m e dium conforms with the IEEE 139 4 1995 communication 
unit conforms to IEEE 1394-1995 standard or its extended standard. 

9. (Currently Amended) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 

r e c e iving m e ans for r e c e iving a communication unit adapted to receive synchronization 
information for synchronizing a plurality of image pickup apparatuses conn e cted to a 
predetermin e d communication medium from on e of said plurality of image pickup 
apparatus e s a master camera ; 

a frame synchronization signal generating m e ans for g e n e rating unit adapted to generate a 
frame synchronization signal on th e basis of using said synchronization information and time 
information for managing a communication cycle of said communication unit ; and 

an image data generating means for g e n e rating unit adapted to generate image data on th e 
ba s is of using said frame synchronization signal. 

10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said frame 
synchronization signal g e n e rating means gen e rat e s said frame synchronization signal by using 
time information for managing a pr e d e termined communication cycl e and communication 
unit is adapted to receive said synchronization information by an isochronous transfer. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said 
pr e d e termin e d communication m e dium conforms with th e IEEE 139 4 1995 communication 
unit conforms to IEEE 1394-1995 standard or its extended standard. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image pickup apparatus, 
comprising the steps of: 

generating synchronization information for synchronizing a plurality of image pickup 
apparatuses conn e cted to a predetermined communication medium ; 

transmitting said synchronization information to said plurality of image pickup 
apparatuses using a communication unit ; 

generating a frame synchronization signal on the basis of using said synchronization 
information and time information for managing a communication cycle of said 
communication unit ; and 

generating image data on th e basis of using said frame synchronization signal. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein said fram e 
synchronization signal i s generat e d by using tim e information for managing a pr e d e t e rmin e d 
communication cycl e and said synchronization information is transmitted by an isochronous 
transfer . 

14. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 12, wherein said 
pr e d e t e rmin e d communication medium conforms with th e IEEE 13 9 4 1995 communication 
unit conforms to the IEEE 1394-1995 standard or its extended standard. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling an image pickup apparatus, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving synchronization information for synchronizing a plurality of image pickup 
apparatuses conn e ct e d to a pr e d e termin e d communication m e dium from one of said plurality 
of image pickup apparatus e s a master camera using a communication unit ; 

generating a frame synchronization signal on th e basis of using said synchronization 
information and time information for managing a communication cycle of said 
communication unit ; and 

generating image data on the basi s of using said frame synchronization signal. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 5, wherein said fram e 
synchronization signal is g e nerat e d by using tim e information for managing a pr e d e t e rmin e d 
communication cycl e and said synchronization information is received by an isochronous 
transfer . 

17. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein said 
pr e d e termin e d communication medium conforms with th e IEEE1 39 4- 1995 communication 
unit conforms to IEEE 1394-1995 standard or its extended standard. 
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